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REMARKS 

This response amends the specification and Claims 1-14. No new matter has been added. Claims 
1 -1 4 are amended for purposes of clarity. Support for amending the specification can be found 
in, inter alia, Figures 5 and 6 of the current specification. Support for amending Claims 1,10, 
and 14 can be found in Figure 5 or Figure 6 of the current specification. Upon amendment, the 
application will have twenty total claims, and three independent claims (claims 1, 10, and 14). 

Reiection of Claims 1-20 under 35 U.S.C. 6 102 

The Examiner on page 2, item 2, of the Office Action, maintains the rejection of Claims 1-20 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as "being anticipated by Epshetsky, as set forth in the previous office 
action. ..." Applicant submits that amended Claims 1-20 are patentable over Epshetksy. 

Amended Claim 1 claims a "device for the facilitated insertion of the male member into a 
condom, comprising: a hollow element for containing the condom. . .a bearing element located 
mside the hollow element for bearing a ti^ of the condom." (emphasis added) 

Amended Claim 10 claims a "method for the facihtated insertion of the male member into a 
condom, comprismg the steps of . .providing a bearing plane for a tin of the condom before said 
step of creating a depression." (emphasis added) 

Amended Claim 14 claims a "device for in.sertion of a male member into a condom, 
comprising, .a support element located inside the hoUow element for supporting a tip of the 
condom." (emphasis added) 

On page 2, item 3 of the Office Action, the Examiner states "the phrase bearing element ia so 
broad that even a wall that is telescopic can be interpreted to be a bearing element" For 
purjjoses of clarity, the Applicant amends Claims 1 , 10, and 14 to recite the "tip" of the condom 
instead of the "base". 

However, this amendment in no way affects the scope of Claim 1. Note that element 12, shown 
in Figure 5, for example, was caUcd a "base" m the original specification. Both the specification 
and claims have been amended to use a more preferential word "tip". Regardless whether 
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elemetit 12 is called a "base" or a "tip", the prior art does not show or suggest the claimed 
features of a "bearing element. . .for bearing a tip of the condom" or a "bearing plane. , .for a tip of 
the condom". 

Figures 5 and 6 and page 6, lines 9-25 of the current specification clearly show the base of the 
condom, identified by reference numeral 12, is the tip of the condom. The telescopic walls of 
Epshetsky, identified by the Examiner as "bearing element 66" do not bear or support the tip of 
the condom. Epshetsky fails to teach, hint, or suggest an "element. . .for bearing a tip of the 
condom" as recited by amended Claim 1, or an "element. , .for supporting a tip of the condom" as 
recited by amended Claim 14. Moreover, Epshetsky fails to teach, hint, or suggest any bearing 
planes for bearing the tip of the condom as claimed in amended Claim 1 0, The bearing plane of 
the current invention serves to squash the tip of the condom. There is no bearing plane taught or 
suggested by Epshetsky, which squashes the tip of the condom as taught by the current 
invention. Therefore, Claims L 10, and 14 are patentable over Epshetsky, In addition, claims 
dependent on Claims 1, 10, and 14, namely Claims 2-9, 1 1-13, and 15-20, arc also patentable 
over Epshetsky due at least to their dependency on Claims 1, 10, and 14. 

No new matter has been added. Applicant respectfully solicits allowance of this application at an 
early date. 
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The Commissioner is authoti/A?d to charge aay additional fees, which may be required or credit 
overpayment to deposit account no. 12-0415. In particular, if this response is not timely filed, 
then the Commissioner is authorized to treat this response as including a petition to extend the 
time period pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136 (a) requesting an extension of time of the number of 
months necessary to make this response timely filed and the petition fee due in connection 
therewith may be charged to deposit account no. 12-0415. 



I hervby certify that this correspondence i$ being f^similc transmiced 
to tiK United States PatetU £ Trademark Office at fax number, 
(703)872-9303, on, 

June 28.2002 

(Dale of Deposit) 
Kevin Thigncn 



Respectfully submitted. 



(Nam 



(Name of person depo^tirtg) 



(Signature) 



(Date) 



ihard P. Berg 
Attomey for Applicant 
Reg. No. 28,145 
LADAS & PARRY 
5670 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 2100 
Los Angeles. CA 90036 
(323) 934-2300 
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Appendix A; 

Marked Version of fHahnH S howing Changes Made 

1 . (Amended twice) A device for the facilitated insertion of the male member into a condom, 
comprising: 

a hollow element for containing the condom, provided with an access aperture; 
mean$ for fastening a brim of the condom to the access aperture of the hollow element, in 
order to form an air chamber between external walls of the condom and internal walls of 
the hollow element; [and] 

means, associated with said hollow element, for creating a depression inside said air 
chamber forcing adhesion of the condom to the inlemal walls of the hollow element and 
allowing the subsequent facilitated insertion of the male member, the hollow element 
being provided with mobile walls, said depression resulting from the increased volume of 
the hollow elcment[, the device being characterised in that it further comprises] ; and 
a bearing element located inside the hollow element for bearing a [base] lin of the 
condom. 

2. (Amended twice) The device according to claim 1, [characterized in that] vyherein said means 
for creating a depression comprises a suction duct provided with a non-return valve. 

3. (Amended once) The device according to claim 1, [characterized in that] wherein said means 
for creating a depression comprises a suction duct with flexible walls, the duct being apt to be 
closed by throttling. 

4. ( Three times amended) The device according to claim 1, [characterized in that] wherein said 
mobile walls, are articulated in a telescopic relation therebetween. 

5. (Three times amended) ITie device according to claim 1, [charactenVed in that] wheiein the 
ele\-ation of the bearing element inside the hollow element is adjustoble. 

6. (Three times amended) The device according to claim 1, [characterized in that it comprises] 
further comprising a means for avoiding contact between the external walls of the condom and 
the internal walls of the hollow element. 
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7. (Amended once) The device according lo claim 6, [characterized in that] wherein said means 
for avoiding contact are removable. 

8. (Three limes amended) The device according to claim 1 ^ [characterized in that] wherein said 
means, for fastening a brim of the condom to the access aperture of the hollow element are 
integrally formed therewith. 

9. (Amended once) The device according to claim 1, [characteri2ed in that it comprises] further 
comprising a means for reestablishing, after said insertion, the internal pressure existing before 
the depression. 

10. (Twice amended) A method for the facilitated insertion of the male member into a condom, 
comprising the steps of: 

inserting the condom into a hollow element so as to form an air chamber between 
external walls of the condom and intemal walls of the hollow clement; 
creating a depression in said air chamber, forcing adhesion of the condom to the intemal 
walls of the hollow element, said depression being obtained by increasing the volume of 
the hollow element; 

mserting the male member inside the internal area of the condom; [and] 

removing the condom from the hollow element, in order for said condom to completely 

adhere to the male member[, characterised in that it further comprises the step of| : and 

providing a bearing plane for a [base] tig of the condom before said step of creating a 

depression. 

1 1 . (Twice amended) The method according to claim 1 0, [characterized in that] wherein said 
depression is obtained by suction of the air contained mside said hollow element. 

1 2. (Three times amended) The method according to claim 10, [characterized in that it 
furthermore comprises] further comprising a step for re-t;sliiblishing after the removal of the 
condom from the hollow element, the intemal pressure existing before the depression. 



Received from < 1 3239340202 > at «2 4:45:56 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



FROM LADAS & PARRY - LA. 13239340202 (FRI) 6. 23' 02 13:47/ST. 13:43/NO. 4800000384 P 12 

Response 

U.S. PaieniApplicaiionNo.: 09/647.121 Page A-3 

13. (Once amended) The method according to claim 1 1, [characterized in diat it furthermore 
comprises] further comprising a step for re-establishing, after the removal of the condom from 
the hollow element, the internal pressure existing before the depression. 



14. (Amended Once) A device for insertion of a male member into a condom, comprising; 

a hollow element for containing the condom, the hoUow element being provided with an 
access aperture; 

a fastening ring for fastening a brim of the condom to the access aperture of the hollow 
element, thus forming an air chamber between external walls of the condom and internal 
walls of the hollow element; 

a suction duct, associated with said hollow element, for creating a depression inside said 
air chamber forcing adhesion of the condom to the internal walls of the hollow element 
and allowing subsequent insertion of the male member, the hollow element being 
provided with mobile walls, the depression resulting from the increased volume of the 
hollow element; and 

a support element located inside the hollow element for supporting a [base] tig of the 
condom. 



Received from < 1 3239340202 > at 6128/02 4:45:56 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



FROM LADAS & PARRY - LA. 13239340202 (FRI) 6. 28' 02 13:47/ST. 13:43/Na 4800000384 P 13 

Response 

US. Patent ADDlicatlon No.: 09/647,121 Page B- 1 

Appendix B: 

Marked Version of paragraph showing changes made 

Figure 5 shows u partial perspective and exploded view of the device, having mobile 
walls 6., articulated in a telescopic relationship (represented in figure in a condition of Tnaximum 
extension)^ together with a base element 7, having a diameter which is inferior to the minor of 
the diameters of the mobile walls; 6. The base element comprises a hole 8 allowing air passages 
from the outside to the inside of the device and is internally connected to a screw 9, which is 
therefore placed internally to the hollow element 1. Also the screw 9 is hollow, in order to 
consent the air passage from the outside to the inside of the device and vice versa. The function 
of the screw 9 is that of allowhig the screwing into it of a cylindrical element 1 0, the function 
thereof being that of providing a bearing plane 1 1 for the base 1 2. also referred to as Ihe tip, of 
the condom 4, related to the receptacle region thereof 
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